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less numerous and are not worth mentioning among
the elements of variety in Dutch life. One of the roots
of that variety is diversity of religion: there is no
western country in which religion has a greater in-
fluence on public life. Englishmen often think of the
Dutch as a nation of Calvinists; but this is a mistake.
The Dutch have official statistics of the numbers of
adherents of the several churches. According to these
the Netherlands Reformed Church, the largest single
body, which was once the established church of the
State, includes about one-third of the population.
Other Protestant sects, not all of which are Calvinistic,
account for about the same number, while more than
a third are Roman Catholics. The Roman Catholics
are strongest in the southern provinces, North Brabant
and Lfmburg, where they form a great majority of the
population, and where they have the Belgian and
German Catholics as neighbours. They are a notice-
able element in most of the other provinces as well,
and as they tend to have larger families they are a
growing element. They have maintained themselves
ever since the Reformation side by side with the
Calvinists in many places, often through local and
personal accidents. Of the two famous neighbouring
villages where British tourists used to stare at the
picturesque costumes of the fisher-folk, Volendam is
Catholic and Marken is Protestant. It is only in the
northerly provinces of Groningen, Friesland, and
Drente that the Catholics are a small minority.
Constitution
Holland was governed by a democratic constitu-
tional monarchy. The position of the monarchy is in
general, though not in every detail, similar to that of
the British monarchy. The Queen is the symbol of
the unity and freedom of the nation. Though, they
have worn a crown only since 1814, her family gave the